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2011 Coffeehouse - sam Choi

This past November, our church’s youth group planned, prepared, and host-
ed our very first Hanmoory Youth Group Coffeehouse. A “coffeehouse” can
simply be defined as a casual gathering where food is provided, fellowship is
encouraged, and talents are showcased. Guests get a chance to enjoy pre-
sentations that are usually put on my other guests, and the performers get a
chance to show off their talent; a coffeehouse offers an enjoyable time for
everyone. As the church hosting the coffeehouse, however, we focused on
an underlying, yet significant, sort of outreach. We viewed this event as an
opportunity to draw nonbelievers towards God and to bring believers even
closer to God. In fact, more than half of the acts that night were in one way
or another praises for God. We planned and prayed for the coffeehouse to be
a blessing time and God surely answered our prayers, but didn’t stop there.
The event, being the first of its kind for our youth group, was a completely
new experience for everyone. For me, the experience was an overwhelming
one. | went into planning the coffeehouse with only the bare knowledge of
what a coffeehouse is, and by the time it had ended, | was more patient,
considerate, and appreciative.

| saw God’s love through the people around me, from the deacons who
spent their own time building the entire stage the teachers who prayed daily
for us, to the fellow youth group members who invited their friends and the
praise team and officers who worked hard to produce what turned out to
be a success. In the end, all that |, as well as the rest of the youth group, can
do is thank God. Through Him, our coffeehouse brought people together to
have a good time and, more importantly, glorify God.

2011 Winter Retreat Testimony - Daniel Gunwoo Park

| have always felt emptiness in my heart before becoming Christian. | came
into winter retreat as a sinner and have been rude to God at times. | have
been using Him for my selfish reasons when really | should have been let-
ting Him use me. My Dad doesn’t go to a Christian church when | felt like he
should because | love Him. So when we first worshipped God | remembered
about my problems and for the first time | actually raised my hands up for
God.

happy story
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| just closed my eyes and pictured Him in my mind and really prayed hard.

| did this throughout the whole retreat and it worked because | felt God gave
me glory inside my heart. The pastor | thought was very good because he had
a message and it was to be transformed and that’s exactly what we needed
to do. | know that a lot of youth group members felt God’s presence during
the labyrinth and | did too. When | got to the pillow | knelt down and prayed
about everything that was hurting me.

| couldn’t get a better feeling but there was one thing | prayed real hard
about it was for all of us to believe in God, read the Bible, and make Him our
number one priority so that we can all go to heaven together because after
that everything is perfect our God is perfect. The last worship in the night
was especially touching because in the end we prayed for everybody. People
prayed for me and that just made me break down into tears. | felt saved by
God because | was blessed by all youth group members and God. After this
retreat | went home and just listened to Christian music praised God inside
my own house and raised up my hands for Him and prayed that | love Him
and that | thanked Him. | have a goal and that goal is to go on a mission
trip to countries that don’t believe in God or didn’t get a chance to believe
in God. | will be glad to help other believe in God because | feel everybody
needs a good chance to be saved. God died for us and we need to put Him
above everybody else. God is good all the time, He has filled the emptiness of
my heart with His love and | felt saved. | love God He has truly saved me and |
don’t feel broken anymore. | say this in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

HANMOORY CHURCH YOUTH GROUP

V
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A Fresh Start - Michael Yi (EM PASTOR)

As | reflect upon 2011, | realize that this has been a year of a lot of changes in
my wife and I's lives. We've celebrated many births. We've also said goodbye
to a few friends who have passed away. Our biggest change however, is that
we’ve said goodbye to our old church family and said hello to a new one.
My wife and | began serving Hanmoory EM in August. Since then, we have
established a consistent worship service led by a small team of Teddy Hong,
Steve Byoun, and Olivia Yi, a relationship with True Light Church in Teaneck,
and have grown from a small group of 6 or 7 people into a group of 18-20.
Yes, the Lord has been good to us.

But you know what? | believe that God is holding back. | believe that we've
only seen a very small portion of what God truly has in store for Hanmoory
EM. | believe that if he truly is a generous God who wants nothing more
than to bless his children, then 2012 is going to be a tremendous year. He
absolutely WANTS to bless us. We only need to ask.

We have a relationship with God that needs to be maintained, just like in a
good marriage. |think that we've gotten so comfortable with just receiving
all of God’s blessings that we've forgotten what it means to really engage
God and be in a deeply loving and intimate relationship with our Father. We
must learn to give to God all of ourselves, including our time, monies, devo-
tions, and affections. Only then can we truly be satisfied and fulfilled in ways
never imagined. Only then can
we more fully experience and
receive God’s abundant bless-
ings and begin to live our lives
to the full.

What | really want for our EM
this year is not necessarily for a
growth in number or spiritual
knowledge, but a growth in our
relationship with the Father.
Nothing would make me happi-
er than to every single member
of our EM fall desperately in love
with Christ. f

Olivia Yi / Michael Yi
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